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treatment in ten patients; a large proportion of the cases are reported 
as having been cured. 

“ Extrnuterine Pregnancy and its Treatment by Electricity.” Dr. Ely 
Van de Warker, of Syracuse, reported one case of extra-, and two of 
intrauterine pregnancy, in which he had used the galvanic current 
effectually, as a iccttciae. The discussion showed that experienced gyne¬ 
cologists at home and abroad fully believe in the possibility of detecting 
the presence of ectopic fcetal cysts in their early stage, prior to rupture. 
Mr. Tait denies this ability, it is true, but his claim can have little weight, 
since he has recently stated before the British Gynecological Society, 
that he had met with but a single case of tubal pregnancy prior to 
rupture, and in it he failed to make a diagnosis, “ lor the woman had 
not even missed a period;” her “symptoms had been obscure pain of 
several months standing—in fact, the usual symptoms of salpingitis.” In 
Dr. Van de Warker’s case, a complete decidua was passed, and the tubal 
growth was detected by palpation; the history and symptoms of the 
case were also such that Dr. Mann, of Buffalo, confirmed the diagnosis 
of the narrator. 

" The Hystero-neuroses,” by Dr. George J. Engelmann, of St. Louis, 
is an exhaustive article occupying 155 pages, or exactly one-third of the 
text of the volume devoted to original papers and discussions. The 
volume, as a whole, contains much interesting matter, and well sustains 
the high reputation of the Society. R. P. H. 


Du Catabbhe Chronique; Hypertbophique et Atrophique des 
Fosses Nasales, de l’Ozene, Obstruction- Oatabrhale des Trompes 
d’Eustache ; Vegetations Adenoides du Pharynx. Traitement 

PAR LA GALVANO-CAUSTIQUE CHIMIQUE. 

Chronic Catarrh of the Nares, both Hypertrophic and Atrophic. 
Oz^na; Catarrhal Obstruction of the Eustachian Tubes, and 
Adenoid Vegetations of the Pharynx. Treated by means of 
Chemical Galvano-Cautery. By Dr. Garrigou-Desarennes, Pro¬ 
fessor of Otology and Rhinology, etc. Svo. pp. 238. Paris: Adrien 
Delahaye & Co., 1888. 

In this brochure the author claims to have been the first to establish 
the electrolytic or chemical galvano-caustic treatment in chronic catarrh 
of the nares, in oziena, and in catarrhal narrowing of the Eustachian 
tube. He has already published his results, but his present object is to 
lay before his readers the results of a long-continued practioe of this 
method of treatment. 

Among those affected by catarrhal inflammation of the Eustachian 
tubes many are at the same time affected by chronic catarrh of the 
nasal fossa, and in many instances the aural lesion is but the conse¬ 
quence of propagation of the naso-pharyngeal lesion. Many of those 
thus affected think at the outset that their malady is of a trifling nature, 
referable to a neglected cold in the head, and pay no attention to the 
nasal catarrh unless it becomes offensive in odor, or unless one or both 
ears become dull of hearing by extension of the catarrh to the Eustachian 
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tube. It becomes the duty of the physician promptly to recognize 
this disease, and in order to prevent its consequences, to apply as soon 
ns possible a treatment to ward off further advance of the catarrh 
or to cure its bad effects already developed. The aurist, therefore, 
will often have to confront both nasal and pharyngeal affections. The 
author believes that in the treatment he sets forth in his book the 
phvsicinn will find an efficacious means of curing these maladies. 

He then describes the diseases to which the electrolytic treatment 
is applicable; first, chronic catarrh of the nares with its forms and com¬ 
plications, then ozrenn, catarrh of the Eustachian tube, and adenoid 
tumors of the noso-pharynx, the symptoms of which closely resemble 
those of chronic hypertrophic nasal catarrh. Subsequently the method 
of apptying the electrolytic treatment is fully given with illustrative 
cases. 

We must confess that our confidence is somewhat shaken when on 
page 44 we meet a figure (Ho. 19) of a machine by which it is proposed 
to inject vapors into the external ear for the cure of chronic aural 
catarrh, because it does not seem that such a method is in accordance 
with the canons of cautious and rational otology. 

The form of the electrodes for the nares, long, blade-like implements, 
suggested by the author for conveying the electric current to the tur¬ 
binated bones, does not seem free from the character of heroic treatment. 
This feeling is rather increased and confirmed by Fig. 83, p. 171, which 
portrays these electrodes in situ, in the nose, ready lor operation. It is 
claimed by the author that the method is painless. As this form of 
treatment is recommended for ozrena, syphilitic disease, and scrofula of 
the nares, great care certainly should be exercised in always having a 
large number of fresh, clean electrodes on hand, because the electrolytic 
current passed through these electrodes is not sufficient, in fact is not 
intended to be sufficient, to burn them clean. 

This treatment is essentially that suggested some years ago by Weber- 
Liel, of Berlin, and others. Your reviewer can but express again his 
conviction, attained at that time, that the supposed benefit obtained by 
this mode of treatment is in reality due to the passage of the catheters, 
bougies, etc., under the name of electrodes, into the nares and Eustachian 
tubes. It must also be borne in mind that while the Eo-called electrolytic 
treatment is in progress the nares are also treated by sprays, etc., very 
well calculated to improve their condition. We cannot, therefore, 
heartily endorse the methods specially set forth in the book we have 
just reviewed. C. H. B. 


The Passage of Air and Feces from the Urethra. By Harrison 
Cmpps, F.R.C.S., Assistant Surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; late 
Surgeon to the Great Northern Hospital; Author of “Diseases of the 
Rectum and Anus,” and Jacksonian Prize Essay on Rectal Cancer. 8vo. 
pp. 77. London: J. & A. Churchill, 1888. 

The result of Mr. Cripps’ study of this rare condition cannot fail to 
be of service to the profession, since he has demonstrated, contrary to all 
general opinion, that “ indisputably entero-vesical fistube are far more 



